
CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS  

May 2015 Monthly Newsletter   

 

 

Wednesday, May 20th 
You Have to Own It— 

Attitude is Everything  7  1/2 hrs CE 
JLBOR 8:30am-5:00pm 

See page  8-9 

 

Thursday, May  21st 
Aim for Success - 3 1/2 hr CE 
JLBOR 9:00am-12:15pm 

See page  10-11 

 
RPR Class 3hr CE 
JLBOR  1:00pm-4:15pm 

See page  12-13 

 

Monday, May 25th 
Board Office Closed 

 

Wednesday, May 27th 
Everyday Ethics in Real Estate Course 

JLBOR 12:30pm-4:45pm 

See page 14 

New Member Orientation 
JLBOR 6:00pm-9:00pm 

See page 15 

 

Thursday, May 28th 
Fair Housing , It’s the Law! 4hrs CE 
JLBOR 9:00am-1:30pm 

See page 16 

 

Looking Ahead 

Tuesday, June 9th 
Lobby Day 

 

Thursday, June 18th 

Save the Date: 
Oswego Joint Board Dinner 
Eis House, Mexico 5:00pm 

 

Friday, July 24th 
WCR Golf Tournament 

Highland Meadows , Watertown 
8:00am Registration  

See pg 17-18 

 

Tuesday, August 4th 
RPAC BBQ 

Coyote Moon Vineyard, Clayton, NY 
4:00pm-7:00pm 

See page  19 

 

Tuesday, Sept 22 

GRI-6 Sellers 8:30am-5:30pm 
Gran-View  on the River, Ogdensburg 

See pages 20-21 

Newsletter Month:May2015 

ADDRESSS:   STAFF:   HOURS:   

210 Court St, Suite 112  Lance Evans, EO Monday-Friday  

Watertown, NY 13601  Amy O’Brien  9:00am-4:00pm 

    Kristina Dorr  

PHONE: 315-782-1322     QUESTIONS?   

FAX: 315-782-3541     Email help@nnymls.com 
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Thursday, May 28th 

For a staff meeting in Syracuse 
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First quarter and March 2015 statewide housing market report and video available on 

NYSAR.com 
 

 In addition to the 10K local report you received from either NYSAR or directly from 10K, the first 

quarter and March 2015 statewide housing market reports are available on NYSAR.com. The full statewide 

reports are available to NYSAR members only. 

 Also available on NYSAR.com is “The Skinny,” a video highlighting our current statewide housing 

market conditions. Share this video with consumers to help them understand the Empire State’s housing mar-

ket. 

Click here for the NYSAR.com Housing Statistics page.  

 

Encourage your members to respond to NYSAR's Call for Action against the fire  

sprinkler mandate  
 

 New York State regulators are expected to vote on Friday, May 15, on a measure that will require the 

installation of fire sprinklers in all new one- and two-family homes and townhomes built in New York. NY-

SAR supports fire sprinklers and consumer education about the benefits of a sprinkler system, but is opposed 

to mandating their installation. NYSAR has launched an all-member Call for Action opposing the proposed 

mandate. Take action in opposition to this proposal by clicking here.  

 

 NYSAR also launched a media campaign including a radio commercial, newspaper ads and a website 

in opposition to this mandate. A link to the radio commercial and more information including fire sprinkler 

facts and poll results can be found at www.stopalbanymandates.com.  

 

NYSAR partners with IdentityForce 
 

 NYSAR is pleased to announce new Member Perks partner IdentityForce, a leader in identity protec-

tion. Recognizing that identity theft is one of the fastest-growing crimes in the United States and can happen at 

anytime, anywhere and to anyone, NYSAR has negotiated a special discounted rate to provide you with a 

proven solution to safeguarding their personal information. IdentityForce works hard to protect your personal 

information from being misused to take out loans, open new cell phone accounts, apply for a new credit card 

and much more. 

 

Click here to learn more. 

 

Zombie property legislation introduced 
 

 State Assemblywoman Helene Weinstein and Senator Jeff Klein have introduced legislation (A.6932/

S.4781) that would require banks and lenders to maintain thousands of houses left abandoned while in foreclo-

sure instead of waiting until they take possession. The Abandoned Property Neighborhood Relief Act of 2015 

would have banks care for those properties, known as zombie homes, as soon as the foreclosure process starts. 

Current law requires homeowners to care for their properties until ownership is transferred to a bank at the end 

of the foreclosure process. Click here to read the full bill text. 

 

 

 

 

May 2015 - Notes from Lance Evans, Executive Officer 

http://www.nysar.com/login?ReturnUrl=/industry-resources/market-data/housing-statistics
http://lnk.ie/11QB1/e=levans@slcmls.com/http:/www2.realtoractioncenter.com/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&id=3485
http://lnk.ie/11QB2/e=levans@slcmls.com/http:/www.stopalbanymandates.com
http://lnk.ie/11QB7/e=levans@slcmls.com/http:/www.nysar.com/industry-resources/for-association-executives/association-news#IdentityForce
http://lnk.ie/11QBB/e=levans@slcmls.com/http:/assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A06932&term=2015&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
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NYSAR's latest infographic focuses on the home staging process 
 

 NYSAR recently released its latest infographic, titled “Setting the Stage for Sold,” which utilizes data 

from the 2015 Profile of Home Staging produced by the National Association of REALTORS. NYSAR’s in-

fographics are available to download in both jpeg and PDF formats on the Infographics page of NYSAR.com. 

They are also now available in a custom format for you to brand with your logo.  

 

Remind your members to tune in to NYSAR Radio in May for ‘Recent Court and DOS 

Decisions’ and ‘Material Defects’ 

 
 The Tuesday, May 5, NYSAR Radio show will take a look at recent court and New York State Depart-

ment of State decisions. The Tuesday, May 19, NYSAR Radio show will cover material defects. Tune in at 10 

a.m. on both of these dates on your PC or Mac by using the player on the NYSAR Radio page. You will need 

to be logged in to listen. If you have not yet created your account with the website, you will need to click on 

"New User" on the Member Login page and follow the prompts.  

 

Click here for more information as well as a list of links to play NYSAR Radio from any of your mobile de-

vices.  

Encourage your members to join the REALTOR Party network with mobile alerts 

 

 Tens of thousands of REALTORS now receive REALTOR Party mobile alerts directly to their phone, 

giving them exclusive opportunities to take action on important real estate issues. Join the network by texting 

“NY REALTORS” to 30644. The National Association of REALTORS will send you short text messages 

when they need you to respond to a Call for Action (usually only three to five times per year). Message and 

data rates may apply, and you can unsubscribe at any time. For questions about the REALTOR Party mobile 

alerts, contact comments@realtoractioncenter.com. PCOMING MVP PROGRAM MEMBER OFFERS TO SHARE 

 

Bill requiring licensure of mold remediation specialists signed by Governor Cuomo 
 

 Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed a law adding a new Article 32 to the Labor Law establishing the licensing 

of mold inspection, assessment and remediation specialists and minimum work standards. The bill requires any 

contractor engaging in mold assessment, remediation or abatement to register with the Department of Labor, 

take training and education courses, and provide minimum work standards to those who contract with them to 

remediate mold problems in their home or business. 

  

REALTORS must be aware that starting in June any mold remediation specialist you refer to custom-

ers, clients, sellers or purchasers must be licensed with New York State. This requirement is the same as 

those applying to licensed home inspector referrals. 

  

 The licensing requirements state that no person shall be licensed to conduct mold-related services 

unless they: (a) are 18 years of age or older; (b) have satisfactorily completed Department of Labor-approved 

course work including training on the appropriate use and care of personal protection equipment as approved 

by the Commissioner of the Department of Health; and (c) have paid the appropriate fees. The licensing re-

quirements prohibit any contractor to engage in mold assessment or mold remediation without a valid license 

issued by the Commissioner of Labor, which must be present and on display at the worksite. The bill also pro-

hibits a person licensed to perform mold-related services from acting as both the mold assessment contractor 

and the mold remediation contractor.  

The bill will become effective in June. Click here for the full text of the legislation. 

http://lnk.ie/11QBC/e=levans@slcmls.com/http:/www.nysar.com/industry-resources/media-center/infographics
http://lnk.ie/11QBD/e=levans@slcmls.com/http:/www.nysar.com/legal/nysar-radio
http://lnk.ie/11QBD/e=levans@slcmls.com/http:/www.nysar.com/legal/nysar-radio
mailto:%20comments@realtoractioncenter.com
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=S03667&term=2013&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
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HUD selects Utica to host Strengthening Cities, Communities & Homes Summit 

 May 19th & 20th. 

 

 The U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) has selected Utica to host the 2015 

Strengthening Cities, Communities and Homes Summit May 19th-20th. 

 

 Utica Mayor Robert Palmiere and Pamela Matt , executive director of the Greater Utica Chamber of 

Commerce, will co-chair the event.  The cities of Rome, Binghamton, Amsterdam, and Watertown are also 

participating in and supporting the event. Including Gary Beasley from Neighbors of Watertown, who will be a 

panelists during the “Community Based Organizations Make A Difference Session”. They will be discussing 

successful new approaches in housing and community development. 

 

 According to the Central New York Business Journal, A number of state agencies, including New York 

State Homes and Community renewal will participate as well. It would be advantageous for housing organiza-

tions, continuum-of-care partners, bank and real estate professionals, nonprofit agencies and regional commu-

nity leaders to attend the summit. 

 

 The summit will begin with a “meet & greet” starting at 5:00pm Tuesday, May 19th, 2015 at the F.X. 

Matt Brewing Company. The summit will continue throughout the next day starting with breakfast at 7:30am 

followed by sessions starting at 9:00am and ending at 6:00pm. For ticket information, session schedule and 

hotel accommodations click here. 

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/strengthening-cities-communities-homes-a-summit-http:/www.eventbrite.com/e/strengthening-cities-communities-homes-a-summit-on-housing-community-development-tickets-16413199321?aff=es2
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ADVERTISING ON FACEBOOK AND CRAIG’S LIST 
 

 Recently we have gotten a number of calls about the correct ways and rules governing advertising on 

Craig’s list and Facebook. 

 

 First of all, advertising in general is considered a licensed activity is governed by Section 175.25 of 

the NYS License Law and by the REALTOR® Code of Ethics.  As a result, advertisements need to have the 

following information: 

 

 Name of real estate broker or brokerage with either the full address or phone number of the broker.   

Names of any associate real estate brokers or salespersons may also be included as well their license type. 

 

 Property description - “Advertisements shall have an honest and accurate description of the property 

to be sold or leased.   All advertisements that state the advertised property is in the vicinity of a geographical 

area or territorial subdivision shall include as part of such advertisement the name of the geographical area or 

territorial subdivision in which such property is actually located.  Use by real estate brokers, associate real es-

tate brokers and real estate salespersons of a name to describe an area that would be misleading to the public is 

prohibited.” (Section 175.25 (c)(9)) 

  

 Web-based advertising   

a.  Websites created and maintained by associate real estate brokers, real estate salespersons, and teams 

are permitted, provided that the associate real estate brokers, real estate salespersons, and teams are authorized 

by their supervising real estate broker to create and maintain such websites and such websites remain subject 

to the supervision of the real estate broker with whom the licensees are associated while the website is live.  

b.  Every page of such a website shall include the information required by these rules and regulations.   In 

addition, a link to the broker or brokerage website with whom the associate broker, salesperson or team is 

associated is required on the homepage of the associate broker, salesperson or team website unless the bro-

ker or brokerage does not have a website.  

 

 Social media sites - Although not technically a “webpage,” also fall under the advertising regulations. 

Licensees utilizing social media sites must indicate that the advertiser is a real estate broker or provide the 

name of the real estate broker or real estate brokerage and either: (i) the full address of the real estate broker or 

real estate brokerage or, (ii) the telephone number of the real estate broker or brokerage. This can be done on 

the individual or team home page. If you are using your personal social media site for advertising purposes, it 

will be subject to the regulations. 

 

 Craig’s List - While classified ads have fewer requirements since they are generally paid for by the 

letter, word, or line, advertising on Craig’s list is NOT the same as a classified ad.   It should be considered the 

same as any web ad. 

 

 A full discussion of this, as well as examples of compliant and non-compliant ads, can be found in 

NYSAR’s Legal Lines from the second quarter of 2013 at   

http://www.nysar.com/docs/members-pdfs/ll_2q2013.pdf?sfvrsn=2.   More resources including links to we-

binars are found at  http://www.nysar.com/legal/advertising-regulations.  

http://www.nysar.com/docs/members-pdfs/ll_2q2013.pdf?sfvrsnC:/Users/user2/Documents/Avery%20Templates
http://www.nysar.com/legal/advertising-regulations
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Strategic Plan Approved 
 

 At its May 5 2015 Meeting, the Board of Directors approved the Strategic Plan for our Association.   It 

is designed to be a 3 year plan.  

 

 The plan came out of the survey you took at the end of February and the hard work of the following 

committee members who dedicated two and a half days (plus time at home) to creating the plan.   Please thank 

them when you see them. 

 

 Katharine Dickson (Front Porch Realty), Carolyn Gaebel (EXIT More Real Estate), Janet Handschuh 

(Heart Homes Real Estate), Les Henry (Weichert REALTORS Thousand Islands Realty), Lisa Lowe 

(Berkshire Hathaway Home services CNY Realty), Tara Marzano (Marzano Real Estate), Amanda Miller 

(Lake Ontario Realty), Elizabeth Miller (CENTURY 21 Gentry Realty), Cindy Moyer (CENTURY 21 Millen-

nium Realty), Randy Raso (Raso Real Estate), and Vickie Staie (Staie on the Seaway). Take a look at the plan 

by going to “Printable Forms” on the member side of NNYMLS.com. 

 

Sprinkler Disclosure Applies to all Leases 

 
We have gotten several calls recently about the “Sprinkler Disclosure for Residential Leases” that went 

into effect in December 2014.   Most of the questions are whether this applies to seasonal residential leases 

also.   The answer is yes.   According to NYSAR (see http://www.nysar.com/docs/members-pdfs/sprinkler-

disclosure-for-residential-leases.pdf?sfvrsn=0 for more information), 

 

“Section 1 of the law requires every residential lease to contain a ‘conspicuous notice in bold face type 

as to the existence or non-existence of a maintained and operative sprinkler system in the leased prem-

ises.’   Section 3 of the law further requires that ‘if there is a maintained and operative sprinkler system in the 

leased premises, the residential lease agreement shall provide further notice as to the last date of maintenance 

and inspection’. At the very least, every residential lease must contain a statement in conspicuous boldface 

type that: 

 THE LEASED PREMISES (CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING) IS/IS NOT SERVICED 

BY A MAINTAINED AND OPERATIVE SPRINKLER SYSTEM THAT WAS LAST MAINTAINED 

ON __/__/__ AND WAS LAST INSPECTED ON __/__/__.” 

 

Please advise the clients that you work with to adjust their leases accordingly.  

 

Does a brokerage have to use the Board approved form? 

 
The above question has various answers.    Some forms, like the Seller Property Condition Disclosure 

and the Agency Disclosure, are mandated by the NYS Department of State and must be used verbatim.   Other 

forms like the Listing Contract and Purchase Offer are approved for use by members of our Associa-

tion.   They have been developed by REALTORS® in our Association in partnership with our Attorney.    

While it is recommended that you use these forms, you can pay an attorney to develop your own.  You 

are not allowed to write your own up unless you have them approved by an attorney.    Without attorney ap-

proval, you may be charged by the Department of State with the unauthorized practice of law. 

(Note: if you belong to another Association of REALTORS®, you may use their forms or ours as long 

as all conform to local laws and customs.) 

 

Did you know? There is a link to the NNYMLS REALTOR message board on the MLS 

Dashboard?    This link will let you look at the Message Board and stay on top of Board happenings without 

having to log in a second time. 

http://www.nysar.com/docs/members-pdfs/sprinkler-disclosure-for-residential-leases.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.nysar.com/docs/members-pdfs/sprinkler-disclosure-for-residential-leases.pdf?sfvrsn=0
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NYSAR is offering two FREE webinars in May that you won't want to miss!  
 

 

Intro to RPR: From Desktop to Smartphone 

May 7, 2015 at 2:30 p.m. 
REALTORS across the country are enhancing their business by using REALTORS Property Resource. 

In this introductory class, you’ll learn: 
√  How top agents use RPR as their all-in-one data and information source to build their business 
and impress clients. 

√  How to use RPR Mobile on your Android or iPhone to instantly view properties. 
√  How to create, customize, save, and send reports with your added photos, audio, and text 

notes.  
 

This is one hour of free training you don't want to miss! Click here to register today! 
 
Keep More of Your Commissions Through Tax Deductions  

May 14, 2015 at 2:30 p.m. 
Join former IRS trainer and best selling author Sandy Botkin for a free webinar and learn how you 

can give yourself that raise by keeping more of what you earn!  
 
In this webinar, you will:  

Take a deeper look at the possible savings of your home office deduction. 
Talk about how to maximize your deductions for the equipment you need for your business. 

√ Learn about how to deduct more than the $25 limit on your business gift giving. 
√ Learn how to legally deduct your kids video games and ballet lessons. 
√ Learn how technology has made it easy to become a tax savvy business owner. 

 
The webinar will also include an overview of the Taxbot mobile app. As a NYSAR Member Perk, 

members receive a 50-percent discount. The webinar will conclude with a brief Q&A session. Click 

here to register today!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I     

Intro to RPR: From Desktop to 

Smartphone 

May 7, 2015 at 2:30 p.m.  

Keep More of Your Commissions 

Through Tax Deductions  

May 14, 2015 at 2:30 p.m.  

http://lnk.ie/11MI3/e=aobrien@nnymls.com/https:/attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6080238093422551553
http://lnk.ie/11MI4/e=aobrien@nnymls.com/http:/app.webinarjam.net/register/837/77a60db8e9
http://lnk.ie/11MI4/e=aobrien@nnymls.com/http:/app.webinarjam.net/register/837/77a60db8e9
http://lnk.ie/11MI1/e=aobrien@nnymls.com/https:/attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6080238093422551553
http://lnk.ie/11MI2/e=aobrien@nnymls.com/http:/app.webinarjam.net/register/837/77a60db8e9
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